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Connee Boswell

ﬁdies in N.Y.

. New Orleans-horn Connee Boswell,
-a noted singer from the Big Band era

Weather” and “Whispers in the Dark,”
died today at Mount Sma1 Hospltal m
New York.

Miss Boswell, 68, had been confined to
~:a wheelchair since she contracted polic
..at 3. She had undergone surgery for can-
cer last February at Mt. Sinai. .
- She first came to the public’s attention
- as one of the three Boswell Sisters. In
11936, her sisters retired and Connee
-forged on alone.’It was about that time

’ Miss Boswell also made a name for

uch films as “Kiss the Boys Good Bye,”
‘The Trans-Atlantic Merry-Go- Round,”
nd “Artists and Models,” in which she

‘Whispers in the Dark.”
‘She recorded for Decea records-and
ad a series of duet hits with Bing
Crosby. Some of the best sellers were
“Yes -Indeed,” “Basin Street Blues” and
‘Alexander’s Rag Time Band.”
* With her recording of the operatic
song “Martha,” done in swing style, she
tarted a trend of swing bands .and sing-
rs adapting classical music for their ar-
- Tangements.
- She performed from a wheeled stool
V:that could be moved about the stage, Her
floor-lengths gowns ‘were specially de-
‘;;signed to hide the stool.
= “T’'m not trying to hide the fact on-
stage,” she said of thé long gowns. “But I
“don’t want the fact that I can’t walk to
_':Lstand between me and the audience.”

- Miss Boswell, who lived in New York
Cm ‘was widowed in January 1975, and
stoppea performing about that time.

b Funeral arrangements were nendineg.

remembered for such songs as “Stormy :

:.she married Harry Leedy, the group’s
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« Connee Boswell, a New Orleans-born

singer who gained her popularity during

the Big Band days of the 1930s and

1940s, died in Mount Sinai

Miss Boswell, confined to a wheelchair
almost all her life because of polio, had
been operated on for cancer at the hospi-
tal last February. She was 68 years old’

The Associated Press reported she
called her doctors to her bedside last
Saturday and asked them to “let me die
in peace and with dignity.”

“If God wants me, I'm ready to go,”
she said.

Her doctors cancelled further chemo-
therapy and discontinued intravenous
treatment. She then called her friend,
singer Jane Pickens, and said good bye.

Miss Boswell was best known for her
renditions-of “Stormy-Weather,” “Whis-
pers in the Dark,” “Boulevard of Broken
Dreams’ and ““When the Saints Go
Marching In.”

Early in her show business career, she
sang with a sister-trio called the Boswell
Sisters.

The other two retired in 1936, and

-Connee continued singing alone. About
that time she married the late Harry
Leedy, the group’s manager. ,

Miss Boswell recorded for Decca with
such stars as Bing Crosby, and appeared
on radio and television and in her own
show as well as with Ed Sullivan, Perry
Como, Steve Allen, Bob Croshy, Arthur
Godfrey and Frank Sinatra.

She appeared in such films as “Kiss
the Boys Goodbye,”  “Transatlantic
Merry-go-Round,” “Moulin Rouge” and
“Artists and Models.” It was in the last-
named film that she sang the Academy
Award-winning song, “Whispers in the
Dark.”

CONNEE BOSWELL

Singer

Boswell Dead at 68

When she performed, a floor-length
gown hid a stool on which she was
wheeled on to the-stage.

“I'm not trying to hide the fact on
stage. But I don’t want the fact that I
can’t walk to stand between me and the
audience,” she once explained.

Locally, Miss Boswell was a favorite
of Blue Room patrons in the Roosevelt
(now the Fairmont) Hotel.

Eight months ago, she underwent sur-
gery for stomach cancer but left the
hospital for a time in April, complaining
that her treatment “is worse than the
ailment.”

Finally, she decided against further
surgery and asked her doctors “to take
all those things out of my arms.”

Her brother-in-law Ben Leedy said, “It
was not the same as ‘pulling the plug’
because there was no plug to pull. Con-
nee simply said, ‘look, everybody tried
and it’s no use. Let’s just stop everything
and let’s see how long God wants me to
remain.’ ”

A funeral Mass will be celebrated at
10 a.m. Thursday at Blessed Sacrament
Roman Catholic Church in New York,
with burial in Ferncliff Cemetery, Ards-
ley, N.Y:
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WQ didn’t, ‘even as ﬂedge-
tmg ‘coliectors, ‘buy the Bos-

s wells' recordings assiduonsly

or talk of them as out-and-
outjarz: figures. They 'were

thovght of ‘s pleasant * kot~ ‘
«Styte Y performers Who tend-

surround. ‘themselves

el Cthen-glittering
iy and Tommy
Eddle Lapg or Dick
McBhonough, Manny. Kiein

Vem.ltl 5 ;
hus we bought “or A¥ads
ed ‘thelr worthier discs gs”

much: for ithe instrumenta!, .
'conmhuiians “for the

periy,
cleverly ‘routined - vocalising .
Jof ‘Tonnle, Martha and Vet .
{reul name Helvetia),’

Al the same; the singlng:
Conniels
‘Black-infiected

fre&-ranging ang

thick -vou:ed

1 Jazx settmg, The rap-:
riibetween these glrls ‘and
vthair tcugh ‘gajented sEccoms
panists - wag, in s day

extraordinary, . o
“Ahe p#ay«:r» respeczed Cons

Ciale @ng -her sisters for their

musica! know-hew . — Connic

played ’ca!in angd oiker iri- ,_f

struments; i
phone; and .0
plryed ;-aarw andoviolin ye

spectively - —and  the irig

semired the men. who ‘could

ihel recor ding’ chiefs o1

them loose us much ‘as. pos-
sibig/ Connie gld the vecal
suggested:

‘many nave! ideas.

rilliant - Joe

:waw sounded right’

W 9 nes pays
: ,tr:bute to
CONNIE BOSWELL

FHEN: ¥ heard of . the
i death: of ‘Connie Bos~
i we;i = she died early <185t
“rweek aﬂer,many months of
Hlness i~ “Tufelt 'more than
theusual regret st the “end-
ing of a ‘remarkable ‘musi-
cign’s Hfe, For me i was
‘giso 8 iremifider of wone of
the garly idols of :an ‘incipi-
ent Jazz freak.

“Connle {who became Con-
nee during the course ‘of ‘her
sole career) was & ‘yery.fine,
indeed great; singer of pop
ular music 'who possessed an
instinctive. liking ~gnd feel-
ing for jazz.
< -She was the leading light
of “the three ‘Boswell ‘Sisters
“front New: Orvieans, a group
which made an incistve 'im:
pression on the juzz-minded
youthof. the: enrly Thirties:
In-addition she was an inno-
water, ‘thoygh that was less
clear a5 years ago than now.

Hone of (this was rstandarxs
practice, Femember; tin 1931
whewithe “Arie cul such ei-
Leilent examples -of Boswel

Hanz ' as their. theme ‘song,

CShout, Sister, Shout Mothe
jazz-onentmted SCWhen o
Fake: My Lgot‘ To o Tea,”
s You 14 s The Givd: !

Eni Heeble Jeebies,” ‘and

lngeniouzly contyived 2 Rolt
©n, T Mississippl? and
LWhald Se Be'Te Me."’

These were young, respact-
abie white: iadies whe sheuld
have Cheen lcrooning. sweet
treatments of innecuous bai-
fads i instead - of . messing
about “with tunes’ by . Clar-
enge and Spencer wm;ams,
Duke Eflington ~and . Fats
Waller, “blues and. interest.
ing - pep-gongs, . making Lup
theirown swinging arrange:
Cnents; and asking for thalf-
timc pessagec heve ' and
deubledime choruses  thers;
while advising the studio “te
St ahe guys alone

St wes oselg, inta Down

Beat arlicle ofilong ago, that -

the ‘Boswells were the first

to allow . white accompanists:
to pluy Freely; Tithat they o

continued

overleaf

cancer Oct. 10, 1876 in New York C
late 1920°s singing with her twa
feans.. In 1936 she became & syngu
and her recordings sold over 78 mill

by polio, she performed in a wheele
lxmonL lhf H*nx inw m< )’ she appe: ared

pies. Partially

CONNEE BOSWELL, 6§, popular siuger and detress, died of

ot after her smux mdxxm.

ir ').m\mhou' “her
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*never  told “soloists what 1o

do, bui-that the Dorsey Bro
thers . sometimes - borrowed

s from the krio’s parts.

These; worked out in cas-

o ual fashion, were a mixture -

of - pre-arranged intros,
codas, temph changes &nd
solo-ensemble contrasts, and
effects arrived at inl re-
hearsal  or even on wax,

B The givls Taked a jot el
their Sstuff, too, iwrate Bown
‘Baat; **and often; Connie be-
gan ) ietermining . the

<

;-appropriate. ending and then
“working hatkwa

ros; Al three

took -over ghe
tinuauy shsftmg
kforth

state, taverL
‘ments -from. Connie’s dicta-
tion, Ancther procf, perhaps,
Cof -the Janclent  dictum: thai
n the reatms of Jaxz ! it gl

Without questxnn, tke Sos-
Cowells T owere TUplgneers oo
though not the first hot vocal
trio’ "known S -= end i sirests
“ahead of all Fivals, Their in-

quent o swingisiyle “femaie
groups; and 1 do includethe
Andrews Sisters Bad Fomter
S:sters

- Jtvis vinteresting now ‘1o
read that -as ‘& -child ctese—
hrarmeny . tric @t haome (g0~
couraged and -partly tutored
by iNew. . Orieans cornettist
‘Enimett ‘Hardy) they: sought
@ sulteble girl to ‘make:up
a . quarietbut found noone:
‘good ensugh.

“Hardy ang other jazzmen
inspired their musical devel-
opment. in: one direction;
‘work . with fhe Hew ‘Orieans

CPhitharmonic Grohestra gave
them afiothey training.  But
the ‘prime infivence on their
Cultimate. group. styie. and- on
Connle’s warm, Rexible voice
Sand o fteasy ” i rhythmical

—she  heard: 8t home —
‘vded aimost - inevitably,;
thres - black domestics. - whe
‘sang around the house, '
A peaking personally;. 1 was
ollower  of the' Boswells

athar than the most famous
ingthe “intenation, diction
“sele moments.

gt owas o thelr
i :i-.arm and.: persoﬁanty, the

- 1axcept§onal gaiety nnd var:

‘Ruence spread over. subses -

”phrasing, was the fotk-music -

corpor&taz :

ety of their: oca! routines
which drew the to ithe Lonv
don-Patlagivm: insduly of 232,
when  they ‘appeared. here
for the ' frst time —  Connie
in the centre,” seated dn-g
wheeled : chair from “which
she ‘had -slways ‘worked. (as
z result-ef polic coniracted
as- a child), :
Afterwards, i the tno‘ re.
jurped:to Europe and Coennie;
rvecovded . with D Ambrose’s
band “in’ Lem!cn during 135,
Then, . early 136, 'they
madeithelr i thscs togeth-
ef. Martha, the oldest of the
thrae, marned ‘George Lloyd*
er.iof 3.8, Decca)

oke up-the sing-
Martha died dn. "
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-éal’ guslity. without sounding
anisable disciples,
Gn ther recently released. -
MCA album, £ Sand in My
Shoes,”’. “several “tracks of
Connie’s show gistinctiy how -
and where Elfs was infiu-
enced. Alsc ‘pr this (LP sare -
the jighi-kearied U 18th And .
19th Y oand Y Yes indeed M
‘eliists with UBing 'Croshy.
These, 'tod, were successful
for Connie, -85 wére .other
collaborations | .with Bing
such & 4 Bab White.” :

The Sisters, in. full chant-
ing and- scatﬁ‘ g order, ave
well: represen ed on *l Sweet
Harmony ==
(Vocalion VL = )
Original ind - Of The Thir-

sister, ‘though: Siwavs admir W

and-clear, ‘deep-tone of ber i
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